
Worship Service on Christ the King Monday, November 21, 2022 at 6:30 PM 
 
Welcome and Greeting   God is good all the time. All the time God is good. 
 
Question of the Day  Where is the ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve service this year?    

a) First Congregational UCC   b) St. John’s Episcopal   c) NLUMC   d) Trinity ELCA 
 
*Hymn  “Here I Am to Worship” 
 
*Call to Worship  From Charles Wesley’s, “Ye Servants of God” (#181 UMH) 

Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim, 

and publish abroad his wonderful name; 

the name all-victorious of Jesus extol, 

his kingdom is glorious and rules over all. 

God ruleth on high, almighty to save, 

and still he is nigh, his presence we have; 

the great congregation his triumph shall sing, 

ascribing salvation to Jesus, our King. 
 
*Prayer of Invocation 

God of all times and all places, be with us in this time and this place. 

We pray that we might hear the Word you speak to us today. Amen. 
 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 New Revised Standard Version 

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD. 

Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my 

people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not 

attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. Then I myself will 

gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring 

them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will raise up shepherds over 

them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any 

be missing, says the LORD. 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous 

Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in 

the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by 

which he will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 
 
Luke 23:33-43 New Revised Standard Version 

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 

criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do 

not know what they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood 

by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he 

is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” The soldiers also mocked him coming up and offering 

him sour wine, and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an 

inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not 

the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, 

since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned 

justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 

Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” He replied, “Truly I tell 

you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 
 
 



Colossians 1:11-20 New Revised Standard Version 

May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you 

be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who 

has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the 

power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in 

heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 

rulers or powers – all things have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all 

things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 

For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to 

reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood 

of his cross. 

Response:  The Word of God, for the people of God!  Thanks be to God!  
 
Hymn  “Awesome God” 
 
Time of Prayer 

 How Is It With Your Soul? 

Prayers of Intercession 
Loving God, you have assured us that the days are surely coming when your people will know 

peace, your people will know justice, your people will know righteousness. Confident in your 

promises, we proclaim with faith: 

 The Lord is our righteousness. 

You have assured us that a leader will come to rule with wisdom. We pray this day for those in 

particular need of justice, righteousness, and mercy. We pray for the trampled, the ignored, the 

brushed aside. We pray for the home-less, the love-less, the health-less. We pray for leaders in 

governments, homes, communities, and schools, that they may know the influence of wisdom 

rather than power; and declare with faith: 

 The Lord is our righteousness. 

You have assured us of the salvation and safety of your people. We pray this day for those who 

only know violence: those whose countries have been torn apart by invasion, civil war, and 

private armies, those whose communities have been forgotten by all but the warlords and gangs, 

those whose homes are places of danger and fear rather than sanctuary and love. May they 

declare with certitude: 

 The Lord is our righteousness. 

God of all creation we pray this day for the reign of Jesus the Christ. We pray that in the midst of 

chaos we might hear Jesus’ word to us; that in the midst of heartache we might know Jesus’ 

presence, and in the midst of a cacophony of voices we might proclaim: 

 The Lord is our righteousness. 

Time of Silent Prayer 

 The Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray together with Jesus: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Answer to the Question of the Day    
 



Time of Offering  Thank you to everyone for your faithful generosity. 

*Offering Prayer 

Holy God, you have looked upon your people with mercy, generosity, and love. You have 

granted your favor to your people, offering them redemption, salvation, and wisdom. And 

so we offer these gifts for your hurting and broken world. May they be multiplied to do 

your service. May we be strengthened to do your work. In the name of Jesus the Christ, 

who multiplied small gifts and fed multitudes. Amen. 

*Song of Offering  “Give Thanks” 
 
Message  “Christ the King”  Rev. Joyce Rich 
 
*Commission and Blessing 

Go out into the world in peace, declaring Christ the king and ruler over all creation. 

Go out into the world with courage, supporting the ways he gives light  

to those who sit in darkness, and guides our feet in the way of peace. 

May the holy triune God, the visible and invisible, guide our feet, 

strengthen our hands, and fortify our hearts this day and evermore. 

In the name of the Creator, Sustainer, and Redeemer. Amen.  And Amen. 
 
*Hymn  “How Great Is Our God” 
 
Announcements 
 
Read For Next Week:  Psalm 100; John 10:1-10 
 
Liturgical resources drawn from: Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion; Liturgies for Year C, Volume 2, Kimberly Bracken Long, editor 

© 2013 Westminster John Knox Press. 
 


