
Fourth Week of Lent 

Worship Service at 10:15 AM on Sunday, March 19, 2023 
 
Welcome and Greeting   God is good all the time. All the time God is good. 
 
Question of the Day  Do our shoes match our mission? 
 
*Call to Worship 

Moses saw a burning bush and he took off his shoes, for he expected to be on holy ground. 

We have come to worship with our shoes on and our minds distracted. 

How shall we find holiness? 

As in Moses’ time so also now, God always hears the cries of people and comes to be with them. 

Our prayers are full of cries. How shall we know that God answers? 

“I AM,” God told Moses, and then God asked him for commitment. 

In this time of worship may we recognize God’s name  

and respond to God’s call. 
 
*Prayer of Invocation 

Most holy God, we do not take off our shoes for worship, nor do we set you apart in a holy 

of holies visited only by priests. Still, we come to you with awe and wonder, aware of the 

mystery of life, reverent before your holy love and power. Sharpen our awareness of the 

sacred; startle us with the joy of discipleship; and strengthen us to accept the cost of 

following Jesus Christ. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 
 
*Hymn  “Shine, Jesus, Shine” 
 
Exodus 3:1-6 New Revised Standard Version 

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his 

flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the 

LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it 

was not consumed. Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why 

the bush is not burned up.” When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to 

him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Come no closer! 

Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” He 

said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 

Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 
 
Mark 6:6b-12 New Revised Standard Version 

Then [Jesus] went about among the villages teaching. He called the twelve and began to 

send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. He ordered them to 

take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; but to 

wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay 

there until you leave the place. If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as 

you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” So they went out 

and proclaimed that all should repent. 

Response:  The Word of God, for the people of God!  Thanks be to God!  
 
Hymn  “Open the Eyes of My Heart” 
 
Time of Prayer 

 How Is It With Your Soul? 

 



Unison Prayer 

Holy God, is it ‘shoes’ or ‘no shoes’? Do we have to choose between staying in your 

presence or going out to share the gospel? Can we do both? Should we do both? Where do 

you need us to be? What do you need us to do? Help us to understand your call on our 

lives.  Time of Silent Prayer 

We pray with Jesus: 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Answer to the Question of the Day  Do our shoes match our mission? 
 
Time of Offering  Thank you to everyone for your faithful generosity. 

*Offering Prayer 

Thank you, God, for providing what we need when we need it. In gratitude and praise we 

bring both ourselves and our offerings to you. May our lives and our gifts be what you need 

when you need them. Amen. 

*Song of Offering  “Surely the Presence” 
 
Message  “Trying on Shoes”  Rev. Park Hunter, North East District Superintendent 
 
*Blessing 

May we see what is holy. 

May we know what is holy when we see it. 

May we go where God needs us to be. 

May we know that God goes with us. 

Amen.  And Amen. 
 
*Hymn  “Lord of the Dance” 
 
Announcements 
 
Fifth Week of Lent:  “Oil” – Psalm 23; Matthew 26:6-13; James 5:13-18 
 
Some liturgical resources drawn from: Touch Holiness, edited by Ruth C. Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi © 1990 The Pilgrim Press. 
 


