
Third Week of Lent Worship Service with Holy Communion  6:30 PM 

Monday, March 4, 2024 
 
Quiet Time Prayer  #281 UMH  “Passion/Palm Sunday” 
 
Welcome 
 
Greeting  God is good all the time. All the time God is good. 
 
Question of the Day  Distance from Jerusalem to Bethany:   

A) 1 mile   B) 1.5 miles   C) 2 miles   D) 2.5 miles 
 
*Hymn  “Love the Lord Your God” 
  
Call to Worship 

Cry out, people of faith! 

 Rejoice and praise God! 

Cry out, people of faith, for your Savior draws near to Jerusalem. 

 Blessed is the One who comes in God’s name! 

Blessed is Jesus Christ, who did not turn back for fear of the cross. 

 Let us praise the God who loves us, sharing Christ’s sufferings, 

 and facing with courage our path of faith. 

Hosanna! God saves! 

 Blessed is the One who comes in God’s name! 
 
Prayer of Invocation 

As crowds of people welcomed Jesus when he rode into Jerusalem, acclaiming him as their 

ruler, so we welcome you, God, Creator, Christ, and Spirit. Above all human powers and 

dominions, you lay rightful claim to our praise, our love, and our obedience. Therefore we 

have come to worship you and to hear your word. Amen. 
 
Mark 11:1-19 New Revised Standard Version 

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of 

Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and 

immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and 

bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and 

will send it back here immediately.’” They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside 

in the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing 

untying the colt?” They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then 

they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread 

their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then 

those who went ahead and those who followed where shouting, 

“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at 

everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

On the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was hungry. Seeing in the 

distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see whether perhaps he would find anything on it. When he 

came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. He said to it, “May no 

one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard it. 



Then they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out those 

who were selling and those who were buying in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the 

money changers and the seats of those who sold doves; and he would not allow anyone to carry 

anything through the temple. He was teaching and saying, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be 

called a house of prayer for all the nations’? But you have made it a den of robbers.” And when 

the chief priests and the scribes heard it, they kept looking for a way to kill him; for they were 

afraid of him, because the whole crowd was spellbound by his teaching. And when evening 

came, Jesus and his disciples went out of the city. 

Response:  The Word of God, for the people of God!  Thanks be to God!  
 
*Hymn  “Sanctuary” 
 
Time of Prayer 

 How Is It With Your Soul? 

 Call to Confession 

Let us confess before God our tendency, like the Jerusalem crowds, to profess our faith in 

moments of enthusiasm and deny our faith in moments of stress. 

Prayer of Confession 

O God, we sing and praise you, happy of heart and strong of spirit, when we are among 

others who praise you too. But in times of stress, we seek scapegoats to be targets for our 

anger. We betray those we love and who have loved us and we turn against you, too busy to 

see you, too selfish to obey you.  Time of Silent Prayer 

 Assurance 

Your compassion is without bounds, O God, for you forgive us again and again. You restore us 

to a right spirit and bring us together to worship you again. God of steadfast love, teach us how 

to be steadfast. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  

Thanks be to God! Amen. 
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Time of Offering  Thank you to everyone for your faithful generosity. 

Offering Prayer 

God, use our gifts and our lives to your glory, through Jesus, who comes in your name. Amen. 

Song of Offering  “More Precious than Silver” 
 
Sermon  “Getting Started”  Rev. Joyce Rich 
 
Holy Communion   

 Prayer of Great Thanksgiving  #9 UMH   

 The Lord’s Prayer  #10 UMH   

 Sharing of the Elements Use the bread and cup that you have. 

The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 

Let us take, eat, and remember. 

The cup over which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of Christ. 

 Let us take, drink, and remember. 

 Prayer After Receiving 

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to  



us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for 

others, in the name of our Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
*Hymn  “One Bread, One Body” 
 
*Commission and Blessing 

Go forth in peace. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Amen.  And Amen. 
 
Announcements 
 
Read for Next Week:  Mark 11:20—12:12 
 

Liturgical resources drawn from: Touch Holiness: Resources for Worship, edited by Ruth C. Duck, Maren C. Tirabassi © 1990 The Pilgrim 

Press; and The United Methodist Hymnal © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House. 


