
Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021 
 
Prelude 

 

Greeting:  God is good all the time. All the time God is good. 

 

Question of the Day:  # of days Jesus’ body was in the tomb?   a) 2   b) 3   c) 4   d) 5 

 

Call to Worship   
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

 Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 

This is the day that the Lord has made; 

 let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

 Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Prayer of Invocation 

God of empty tombs and abundant surprises, you announce new life in the face of death. 

You dry our tears of grief and calm the anguish of our losses with your amazing good news. 

May the story of Easter become our story, that by your Holy Spirit we can embody Easter 

hope for the whole world. Amen. 

 

Hymn  #302 UMH  “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”  Verses 1-4 

 

Mark 16:1-8 New Revised Standard Version 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of 

the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, 

“Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” When they looked up, they 

saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, 

they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed. 

But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was 

crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell 

his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he 

told you.” So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; 

and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

 

Acts 10:34-43 New Revised Standard Version 

Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but 

in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the 

message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ – he is Lord of all. That 

message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 

doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are 

witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him 

on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people 

but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose 

from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 

ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that 

everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 



I Corinthians 15:1-11 The Message 

Friends, let me go over the Message with you one final time – this Message that I 

proclaimed and that you made your own; this Message on which you took your stand and by 

which your life has been saved. (I’m assuming, now, that your belief was the real thing and not a 

passing fancy, that you’re in this for good and holding fast.) 

The first thing I did was place before you what was placed so emphatically before me: 

that the Messiah died for our sins, exactly as Scripture tells it; that he was buried; that he was 

raised from death on the third day, again exactly as Scripture says; that he presented himself 

alive to Peter, then to his closest followers, and later to more than five hundred of his followers 

all at the same time, most of them still around (although a few have since died); that he then 

spent time with James and the rest of those he commissioned to represent him; and that he finally 

presented himself alive to me. It was fitting that I bring up the rear. I don’t deserve to be included 

in that inner circle, as you well know, having spent all those early years trying my best to stamp 

God’s church right out of existence. 

But because God was so gracious, so very generous, here I am. And I’m not about to let 

his grace go to waste. Haven’t I worked hard trying to do more than any of the others? Even 

then, my work didn’t amount to all that much. It was God giving me the work to do, God giving 

me the energy to do it. So whether you heard it from me or from those others, it’s all the same: 

We spoke God’s truth and you entrusted your lives. 

Response:  The Word of God, for the people of God!  Thanks be to God!  

 

Hymn  #318 UMH  “Christ Is Alive”  Verses 1-5 

 

Time of Prayer 

 How Is It With Your Soul? 

 Call to Confession 

In the mystery of Jesus’ atoning sacrifice, we come to this time of prayer, bringing our sins to the 

door of the empty tomb. 

 Prayer of Confession 

We cannot truly worship you, loving God, until we recognize how unloving we have been. 

We cannot truly live until we admit the many ways we have been dwelling in death.  

We cannot know forgiveness until we honestly face the wrong we have done and the good 

we have neglected. We admit before you now the anger and spite we have carried in our 

hearts, the doubts and fears we have allowed to paralyze us, the misplaced priorities that 

have led us away from your will and way. Help us break down the barriers we have erected 

so we can experience new life today.   (Time of Silent Prayer) 

Brothers and sisters, in Jesus Christ, crucified, risen and coming again, 

we are forgiven and set free to live in faithfulness with God and one another! 

 Thanks be to God! 

 

Hymn  #304 UMH  “Easter People Raise Your Voices”  Verses 1-3 

 

Answer to the Question of the Day 
 

Time of Offering  Thank you to everyone for your faithful generosity. 

Offering Prayer 

Holy God, you shower us with gifts so abundant, we cannot measure them all. You give us 

life itself and companions to share it with. Bless these gifts for the sake of those in need, in 

the name of the Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 



Sermon  “Stand in Line”  Rev. Joyce Rich 

 

Holy Communion  Have your bread and cup ready. 

 Prayer of Great Thanksgiving   

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Glorious God, we give you thanks and praise this day because you have chosen us to be your 

people, and we have received your mercy. You have raised Jesus from the dead and made him 

the cornerstone of our new life with you. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with the 

eternal chorus of rejoicing who forever sing: 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

All-embracing God, we give thanks for Jesus, the risen Lord of life, who rose victorious from the 

grave and made the whole creation new. He broke bread with sinners, fed the hungry, and healed 

the oppressed, then he poured out his life in death that we might live in love. 

We thank you that on the night before he died for us our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, 

and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,  

“Take eat: This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them and said, 

“Drink this all of you: This is my blood poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness 

of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, and upon these gifts of bread and cup. May they be for us the 

body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Breathe your Spirit upon the whole earth, that we 

may proclaim good news to all the world and rise together as children of your new creation. 

Then bring us to that new heaven on earth, O God, where death and pain are no more and you 

dwell with us forever. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 

all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever.  Amen. 

And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray together: 

 The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 Sharing of the Elements Use the bread and cup that you have prepared. 

The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 

The cup over which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of Christ. 

 Prayer After Receiving 

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this mystery in which you have given yourself to us. 

Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for 

others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Commission and Blessing 

Go renewed and strong, knowing that the Lord is alive, almighty, and present. 

Look for the blessings that await you this week. 

We will weep with those who weep, rejoice with those who celebrate,  

and we will tell the story of hope. 

Now may the truth of the empty tomb – the astonishing reality of Jesus’ resurrection – 



keep you fearless and sure that you will see the Resurrected One again and again in this life. 

 May the power of God’s endless love surround us and guide us, 

 this day and always. 

Amen.  And Amen. 
 
Hymn  #2114 FWS  “At the Font We Start Our Journey”  Verses 1-4 

 

Announcements 

 

Readings For Next Week:  John 20:19-31; Acts 4:32-35; I John 1—2:2 

 

Postlude 
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