
Worship Service on Sunday, June 13, 2021 
 
Welcome 

Greeting   God is good all the time. All the time God is good. 
 
Question of the Day  What happens at Annual Conference? 

 a) ordination/commissioning   b) discussion & voting   c) remembering  d) honoring 
 
Call to Worship   
It is good to give thanks to God! 

God knows our troubles and remembers our need. 

Declare God’s steadfast love and faithfulness. 

Listen for the voice of God, speaking to us again. 

How great is our God, our rock and defender! 
 
Prayer of Invocation 

We turn to you, God of all words, knowing we can depend on you when earthly rulers 

stumble and fall, when other relationships are strained and broken, when we are faced 

with difficult challenges. It is good to sing your praises, even when we do not feel like 

singing. It is good to declare your faithfulness when we have been unfaithful. It is good to 

give thanks, for when we do, we are reminded of the multitude of blessings we so often take 

for granted. By your Spirit, lead us in this time of worship. Amen. 
 
Hymn  “How Great Is Our God” 
 
I Samuel 16:1-13 The Message 

GOD addressed Samuel: “So, how long are going to mope over Saul? You know I’ve 

rejected him as king over Israel. Fill your flask with anointing oil and get going. I’m sending you 

to Jesse of Bethlehem. I’ve spotted the very king I want among his sons.” 

“I can’t do that,” said Samuel. “Saul will hear about it and kill me.” 

 GOD said, “Take a heifer with you and announce, ‘I’ve come to lead you in worship of 

GOD, with this heifer as a sacrifice.’ Make sure Jesse gets invited. I’ll let you know what to do 

next. I’ll point out the one you are to anoint.” 

Samuel did what GOD told him. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the town fathers greeted 

him, but apprehensively. “Is there something wrong?” 

“Nothing’s wrong. I’ve come to sacrifice this heifer and lead you in the worship of GOD. 

Prepare yourselves, be consecrated, and join me in worship.” He made sure Jesse and his sons 

were also consecrated and called to worship. 

When they arrived, Samuel took one look at Eliab and thought, “Here he is! GOD’s 

anointed!” 

But GOD told Samuel, “Looks aren’t everything. Don’t be impressed with his looks and 

stature. I’ve already eliminated him. GOD judges persons differently than humans do. Men and 

women look at the face, GOD looks into the heart.” 

Jesse then called up Abinadab and presented him to Samuel. Samuel said, “This man isn’t 

GOD’s choice either.” 

Next Jesse presented Shammah. Samuel said, “No, this man isn’t either.” 

Jesse presented his seven sons to Samuel. Samuel was blunt with Jesse, “GOD hasn’t 

chosen any of these.” 

Then he asked Jesse, “Is that it? Are there no more sons?” 

“Well, yes, there’s the runt. But he’s out tending the sheep.” 

Samuel ordered Jesse, “Go get him. We’re not moving from this spot until he’s here.” 



Jesse sent for him. He was brought in, the very picture of health – bright-eyed, good-

looking. 

GOD said, “Up on your feet! Anoint him! This is the one.” 

Samuel took his flask of oil and anointed him, with his brothers standing around 

watching. The Spirit of GOD entered David like a rush of wind, GOD vitally empowering him for 

the rest of his life. 

Samuel left and went home to Ramah. 
 
Psalm 72:1-19 New Revised Standard Version 

Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to a king’s son. 

May he judge your people with righteousness, and your poor with justice. 

May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness. 

May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 

 give deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor. 

May he live while the sun endures, and as long as the moon, throughout all generations. 

May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 

 like showers that water the earth. 

In his days may righteousness flourish and peace abound, 

 until the moon is no more. 

May he have dominion from sea to sea, 

 and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

May his foes bow down before him, and his enemies lick the dust. 

May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles render him tribute, 

 may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts. 

May all kings fall down before him, all nations give him service. 

For he delivers the needy when they call, 

 the poor and those who have no helper. 

He has pity on the weak and the needy, and saves the lives of the needy. 

From oppression and violence he redeems their life; 

 and precious is their blood in his sight. 

Long may he live! May gold of Sheba be given to him. 

 May prayer be made for him continually, 

 and blessings invoked for him all day long. 

May there be abundance of grain in the land; 

 may it wave on the tops of the mountains; may its fruit be like Lebanon;  

and may people blossom in the cities like the grass of the field. 

May his name endure forever, his fame continue as long as the sun. 

May all nations be blessed in him; may they pronounce him happy. 

Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 

Blessed be his glorious name forever; may his glory fill the whole earth. 

 Amen and Amen. 

Response:  The Word of God, for the people of God!  Thanks be to God!  
 
Time of Prayer 

How Is It With Your Soul?  

 Call to Confession  

We are called to be a faithful community. Let us examine ourselves before our Creator. 

 



 Prayer of Confession 

God of all truth, who can stand before you? We judge by outward appearances, but you 

examine our hearts. We see what is on the surface, but you discern beauty deep within.  

We measure importance by paychecks, but you find value among those we deem lowly  

and insignificant. You offer us the deep and profound joy of living in your realm.  

We forget your promises and turn to pursuits that separate us from you and destroy 

community. We seek forgiveness and a new direction for our lives. 

(Time of Silent Prayer) 

When we accept forgiveness we are a new creation. The old has passed away; the new has come. 

As the beloved children of God, empowered by the Holy Spirit, we pray together with Jesus: 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Answer to the Question of the Day  

What happens at Annual Conference? 

 a) ordination/commissioning   b) discussion & voting   c) remembering  d) honoring 

What happens at Annual Conference? 

 a) ordination/commissioning   b) discussion & voting   c) remembering  d) honoring 
 
Time of Offering  Thank you to everyone for your faithful generosity. 

Offering Prayer 

All that we have is yours, O God. May our common ministry be extended by the time and 

talents and treasure we invest. Bless and use these gifts to your glory. Amen. 
 
Sermon  “King 2.0”  Rev. Joyce Rich 
 
Commission and Blessing 

Dare to speak of God’s love.  

We will seek to live out the love of Christ. 

Seek to view others as God sees them. 

We will claim them as sisters and brothers. 

Amen.  And Amen. 
 
Hymn  “Spirit of the Living God” 
 
Announcements 
 
Readings For Next Week:  I Samuel 17:1-50a; Mark 4:35-41 
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