
Worship and Holy Communion on Sunday, July 3, 2022 
 
Welcome and Greeting   God is good all the time. All the time God is good. 
 
Question of the Day  What is “Pack It Up for Kids”? 

a) relocation service   b) kids hiking program   c) school supplies drive   d) backpack company 
 
*Call to Worship   
The realm of God has come near. 

Enter this time of worship with joyous expectation. 

Sing praises to God, all faithful ones! 

Give thanks to God’s holy name. 

Rejoice in the work you are given by God to do. 

We will give thanks to God forever. 
 
*Prayer of Invocation 

God of peace, whose challenges to us are not too great for us to fulfill with your help, speak 

your transforming Word to us now, that we may be empowered for the mission of which 

you send us. Amen. 
 
*Hymn  “Same Power” 
_ 
II Kings 5:1-14 The Message 

Naaman was general of the army under the king of Aram. He was important to his 

master, who held him in the highest esteem because it was by him that GOD had given victory to 

Aram: a truly great man, but afflicted with a grievous skin disease. It so happened that Aram, on 

one of its raiding expeditions against Israel, captured a young girl who became a maid to 

Naaman’s wife. One day she said to her mistress, “Oh, if only my master could meet the prophet 

of Samaria, he would be healed of his skin disease.” 

Naaman went straight to his master and reported what the girl from Israel had said. 

“Well then, go,” said the king of Aram. “And I’ll send a letter of introduction to the king 

of Israel.” 

So he went off, taking with him about 750 pounds of silver, 150 pounds of gold, and ten 

sets of clothes. 

Naaman delivered the letter to the king of Israel. The letter read, “When you get this 

letter, you’ll know that I’ve personally sent my servant Naaman to you; heal him of his skin 

disease.” 

When the king of Israel read the letter, he was terribly upset, ripping his robe to pieces. 

He said, “Am I a god with the power to bring death or life that I get orders to heal this man from 

his disease? What’s going on here? That king’s trying to pick a fight, that’s what!” 

Elisha the man of God heard what had happened, that the king of Israel was so distressed 

that he’d ripped his robe to shreds. He sent word to the king, “Why are you so upset, ripping 

your robe like this? Send him to me so he’ll learn that there’s a prophet in Israel.” 

So Naaman with his horses and chariots arrived in style and stopped at Elisha’s door. 

Elisha sent out a servant to meet him with this message: “Go to the River Jordan and 

immerse yourself seven times. Your skin will be healed and you’ll be as good as new.” 

Naaman lost his temper. He turned on his heel saying, “I thought he’d personally come 

out and meet me, call on the name of GOD, wave his hand over the diseased spot, and get rid of 

the disease. The Damascus rivers, Abana and Pharpar, are cleaner by far than any of the rivers in 

Israel. Why not bathe in them? I’d at least get clean.” He stomped off, mad as a hornet. 



But his servants caught up with him and said, “Father, if the prophet had asked you to do 

something hard and heroic, wouldn’t you have done it? So why not this simple ‘wash and be 

clean’?” 

So he did it. He went down and immersed himself in the Jordan seven times, following 

the orders of the Holy Man. His skin was healed; it was like the skin of a little baby. He was as 

good as new. 
 
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 New Revised Standard Version 

After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to 

every town and place where he himself intended to go. He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, 

but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 

harvest. Go on your way, See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. Carry 

no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. Whatever house you enter, first say, 

‘Peace to this house!’ And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that 

person; but if not, it will return to you. Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever 

they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to house. 

Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; cure the sick 

who are there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ But whenever you 

enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and say, ‘Even the dust of your 

town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of 

God has come near.’ . . . 

“Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and whoever 

rejects me rejects the one who sent me.” 

The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the demons submit to 

us!” He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. See, I have 

given you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and 

nothing will hurt you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but 

rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 
 
Galatians 6:1-10 The Message 

Live creatively, friends. If someone falls into sin, forgivingly restore him, saving your 

critical comments for yourself. You might be needing forgiveness before the day is out. Stoop 

down and reach out to those who are oppressed. Share their burdens, and so complete Christ’s 

law. If you think you are too good for that, you are badly deceived. 

Make a careful exploration of who you are and the work you have been given, and then 

sink yourself into that. Don’t be impressed with yourself. Don’t compare yourself with others. 

Each of you must take responsibility for doing the creative best you can with your own life. 

Be very sure now, you who have been trained to a self-sufficient maturity, that you enter 

into a generous common life with those who have trained you, sharing all the good things that 

you have and experience. 

Don’t be misled: No one makes a fool of God. What a person plants, he will harvest. The 

person who plants selfishness, ignoring the needs of others – ignoring God! – harvests a crop of 

weeds. All he’ll have to show for his life is weeds! But the one who plants in response to God, 

letting God’s Spirit do the growth work in him, harvests a crop of real life, eternal life. 

So let’s not allow ourselves to get fatigued doing good. At the right time we will harvest 

a good crop if we don’t give up, or quit. Right now, therefore, every time we get the chance, let 

us work for the benefit of all, starting with the people closest to us in the community of faith. 

Response:  The Word of God, for the people of God!  Thanks be to God!  
 
Hymn  “Open the Eyes of My Heart, Lord” 



Time of Prayer 

 How Is It With Your Soul? 

 Unison Prayer 

God, if we carry excess baggage on life’s journey, teach us to travel more simply. If our 

possessions own us, free us to trust you and share with others. If our need for control keeps 

us anxious and demanding, help us to relax. If we carry loads of guilt, may we hand them 

over to you, trusting you to forgive us. God, make us simple: simple in trust, simple in life, 

simple in commitment to you. Prepare us for your mission. Allow us to join your labor to 

heal the hurting, feed the hungry, and bring good news to the poor. We pray in the name of 

Jesus Christ, in whose name we are baptized and sent on mission. Amen. 
 
Answer to the Question of the Day   
 
Time of Offering  Thank you to everyone for your faithful generosity. 

Offering Prayer 

Holy God, help us to use the gifts you have given us with mercy, love, and wisdom, so that 

we can continue to honor the trust you have put on us. In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. 

Amen. 

Song of Offering  “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love” 
 
Message  “Is It Easy – or Is It Hard?”  Rev. Joyce Rich 
 
Holy Communion  Have your cup and bread ready. 

 Prayer of Great Thanksgiving   

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, . . . 

And so, with your people on earth, and all the company of heaven,  

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy are you, . . . as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, . . .  

all honor and glory are yours, almighty God, now and forever.  Amen. 

And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray together: 

 The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 Sharing of the Elements 

The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 

The cup over which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of Christ. 

 Prayer After Receiving 

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself  

to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves 

for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 



*Commission and Blessing 

The harvest truly is great. 

 There is a need for peace in the world. 

The harvest truly is great. 

 People are sick and in need of solace. 

The harvest truly is great. 

 Humanity needs to hear that the kingdom of God has come. 

God calls us to go and labor in the harvest. 

Don’t hesitate! Don’t be weary! 

Jesus has promised that he will give us the power needed to do God’s will. 

 Let us go rejoicing! 

May the God who heals accompany you with hope 

so that you may face life’s uncertainties. 

May the teacher, Jesus Christ, send you out as disciples 

certain of his words and power. 

And may the Holy Spirit fill you with  

an unceasing desire to do good wherever you are. 

Blessed are the ones who go in the name of the Lord! 

Amen.  And Amen. 
 
*Hymn  “The Time has Come” 
 
Announcements 
 
Read For Next Week  Amos 7:7-17; Luke 10:25-37 
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