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Have you ever noticed that even when we say we want something to be straight-forward 

and to the point – it isn’t long before we decide it’s a little too stark and might need a 

little something added to it. And the next thing you know those extras, the added details, 

have obscured the original simplicity of what we started with. Case in point: the stone 

tablets God used to record the words of the Torah covenant God made with God’s people 

– what we often call the Ten Commandments, but what might be better understood as the 

divine teachings. We typically think they look something like two round top slabs of 

stone engraved with Hebrew words. More specifically, the holy words of God that Moses 

brought down from the mountain of God. Well, what God-fearing Israelite would want 

those stone tablets to just be sitting around? It isn’t long before they’ve sorted out an 

appropriate way to store and transport these tablets as God’s people continued on their 

exodus journey. They called it the ‘ark’ of the covenant. It was like a large box with 

carrying poles attached to it. And they came up with this tent/enclosure that would be set 

up around the ark of the covenant in their camp. This was called the tabernacle. Of course 

after the people settled in the promised land King David brought the ark of the covenant 

and it’s tabernacle to Jerusalem. Then King Solomon built a temple to replace the 

tabernacle around the ark of the covenant. 

 

The temple was built to function as a place where God’s people could come together to 

worship God, and their priests could lead them in worship. This was especially true when 

they celebrated special feast days, like Passover – when they recalled how God saved 

their ancestors by having death pass over them before the Lord their God brought them 

out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. . . . Yes, it would be a good thing for 

God’s people to have a sacred place to gather to worship, to remember God’s mighty 

acts, and to celebrate how God freed them. 

 

But how could someone properly worship God? One could bring an unblemished animal 

for the priests to sacrifice to God. But for many people it would be very difficult to travel 

to Jerusalem and have their animals arrive in pristine shape. So to help the pilgrims who 

would come to worship in Jerusalem there would be animals available to purchase at the 

temple. . . . And in Jesus’ time you couldn’t purchase an animal to sacrifice with coins 

that had the Roman emperor on them – you could only use plain, image-less coins in the 

temple area. So you’d need to find a money-changer to convert Roman coins to temple 

coins. And then could you really question what they charged for this “service”? What 

was the alternative? There was none. Nor could you really dicker over the price in temple 

coins for the animals. . . . Yes, you could come to Jerusalem and worship God at the 



temple – but the system that was in place to help facilitate the worship process had taken 

on a life of its own by the time Jesus came to Jerusalem for the Passover Feast. 

 

Now there was something else that you might not be aware of. Over five hundred years 

before Jesus arrived at the temple, the prophet Zechariah had declared that on the day of 

the Lord’s coming “there shall no longer be traders in the house of the LORD of hosts on 

that day” (Zechariah 14:21c  NRSV). And the prophet Malachi had shared this message from God: 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and 

the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of 

the covenant, in whom you delight – indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of 

hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when 

he appears? 

 For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a 

refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and 

refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in 

righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 

the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.  (Malachi 3:1-4  NRSV) 

 

People knew what Zechariah and Malachi had said about the coming day of the Lord. So 

when Jesus put together a whip and chased the money changers and animal traders out of 

the temple – no one stopped him. No one asked him “why” he was doing that. They only 

asked to see his credentials. They only wanted to know what authority he had to do this. 

Was he God’s anointed one ushering in the day of the LORD? Because if God had sent 

him to prepare the way – then they would help shoo the animals out. . . . But Jesus’ 

response totally baffled them. They didn’t understand that Jesus was referring to his own 

body as the temple. They didn’t comprehend that Jesus was trying to talk about the work 

that God was going to do. They just didn’t know yet how God would use Jesus and a 

Roman cross to make the way of salvation. That three days after his crucifixion, God 

would raise Jesus from the dead. 

 

To the people listening to Jesus at the temple that day – what Jesus said sounded like 

gibberish, pure foolishness, crazy talk. To many people today it still sounds pretty silly. 

But to those of us who believe that God’s temple was rebuilt in three days, that new life 

can be resurrected from death – for us it isn’t crazy talk, it is good news! This gospel 

message says that God chose to use what the world sees as the foolish, weak, low, and 

despised death of Jesus – as the starting point to display God’s wisdom, strength, 

majesty, and power in Jesus’ resurrection so that we could see that “human strength can’t 

begin to compete with God’s ‘weakness.’” (I Cor. 1:25 The Message)  I think that harks back to a 

little something that the LORD our God said about not having any other gods. But maybe 

that original message was a little too simple for us to understand.  Amen. 


