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Do you have a place that you go back to, that you return to, because it is important to 

you? A place that helps you feel ‘restored’ by simply being there? A place that calms 

your soul and clarifies your vision for discerning the next step into the future? Or maybe 

there is a place that you go to in order to remember something significant that happened 

there, or someone that you associate with that spot? Or maybe there is a particular place 

that generations of your family hold dear? Somewhere that you, your parents, your grand-

parents, your great-grandparents, have memories of and continue to share memories of? 

A place where you feel reunited with your past? Is that place special to you even when 

you are physically distant from it? 

 

In the Bible there are some special places where generations of people have crossed the 

same path, and come to rest in the same spot. And we have come across one of those 

places today as we’ve heard about what happened at the well by Haran. This place where 

people came to draw water might not have seemed all that special to us, but over time it 

became a special place in the life of Abraham’s family. This is the well that Abraham’s 

extended family used when they settled here. This is the well that Abraham used until 

God directed Abraham to relocate to the land of Canaan. This is the well that Abraham’s 

Father and other relatives continued to use after he left. This is the well that Abraham’s 

servant found and stopped at to pray for God’s help in discerning what to do next so he 

could fulfill the promise he had made to Abraham: to find a wife for Isaac among 

Abraham’s people. This is the well that Rebekah – the granddaughter of Abraham’s 

brother, Nahor – went to every day to draw fresh water from. And it is at this well where 

Rebekah gave water to a stranger who asked for a drink; and then offered to provide 

water to his camels. This is where the stranger asked who she was related to, and after 

hearing she was related to Abraham, he gave praise to God for answering his prayer; and 

the stranger bestowed gifts on Rebekah. That all happened at this well. And I want you to 

remember this – because in a couple weeks we will be circling back to this well once 

again with a new generation of Abraham’s family. 

 

A generation who would have grown up hearing about how Rebekah went to get water at 

the same well every day for years on end, and then BOOM! One day this stranger showed 

up at the well. He claimed to be there on behalf of a long lost relative who left Haran 

years ago. But this relative was now looking for a wife for his son – and it appeared that 

God had directed him to find – REBEKAH! And how could Rebekah say “no” to God? 

So in no time at all she was on a camel and traveling to the land of Canaan to start a new 

life. Talk about an adventure! It almost sounded like what had happened to her Great 

Uncle Abraham who was minding his own business when God told him to leave Haran 



and go to the land that God would show him – and there God would make of Abraham a 

great nation and bless him. How could Abraham say “no” to God? So in no time at all the 

seventy-five year old Abraham and his wife, and their household were packed up and 

traveling to the land of Canaan to start a new life. Talk about an adventure! 

 

If these were the kind of family stories that you heard over and over again while you 

were growing up – what would they lead you to believe about your family? Wouldn’t you 

start to believe that you come from a line of people who listen to God? Who are willing 

to follow God? Who have both a faithful and an adventurous spirit? And if this is what 

your family line is like – what do you expect of yourself? What do you think your life 

should be like? If God were to present an opportunity for you to do something that could 

radically change your life – would you do it? Would you be like your ancestors Abraham 

and Rebekeh and not be able to say “no” to God? Would you be ready to start a new life? 

 

While we may not be the direct biological descendants of Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, and 

Rebekah – their family stories have become part of our faith family stories. We can draw 

from the well of their experience. We can learn more about what it means to be a person 

of faith by learning about their lives, their struggles, their misadventures, and their 

revelations in their relationships with God. Their willingness to listen to God and follow 

God, can be echoed in our own willingness to listen to God and follow God. Their 

faithful and adventurous spirits can be mirrored by our own faithful and adventurous 

spirits. And we can believe that if God could show up in the midst of their ordinary lives 

– then God can show up in the midst of our ordinary lives. 

 

Their stories help shape how we understand: what it means to be part of the family of 

God; what the family of God is like; and what we can expect our lives to be like as 

members of this family. We may find their stories to be scary and inspiring; troubling and 

raw; odd and beautiful. Their stories may provide fresh insights or encouragement to us. 

Maybe they will comfort or challenge us. Or maybe they will refresh or reconnect us to 

our faith, to God. Their stories can be special to us. And maybe their stories can be like 

the well by Haran – we can return to them anew in each generation to be refreshed and to 

hear a word from God there.  

 

Amen. 


