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In our reading from the First Letter to Timothy this instruction is given: 

Tell those rich in this world’s wealth to quit being so full of themselves and 

so obsessed with money, which is here today and gone tomorrow. Tell them 

to go after God, who piles on all the riches we could ever manage – to do 

good, to be rich in helping others, to be extravagantly generous. If they do 

that, they’ll build a treasury that will last, gaining life that is truly life. 
               I Timothy 6:17-19 The Message 

We could boil that instruction down to: “If you want to truly live – don’t go after money, 

go after God.” Or we could even shorten it to: “To truly live: go after God – not money.” 

In Jesus’ parable, do you think that’s the kind of direct message that the rich man wanted 

Father Abraham to send Lazarus to deliver to the rich man’s five brothers? Would that 

kind of message, delivered by someone who has risen from the dead, actually get his 

wealthy brothers to repent? Would it have been enough to get the rich man himself to 

repent while he was still alive? Highly unlikely, seeing as how out of the midst of the 

flames of Hades the rich man still thought nothing of ordering Father Abraham to send 

Lazarus to act as his servant. The rich man, even while he was in agony in Hades, still 

thought he could snap his fingers and have cool water delivered to him! Talk about being 

oblivious! If his brothers were anything like him, I doubt that they would have heard or 

listened to Lazarus when he was alive; and there is no way they would believe some poor 

beggar rose from the dead to talk to them!! I think they would choose NOT to listen to 

any warning from Lazarus, and that they would definitely NOT change how they were 

living their lives. Because if they were living what they thought was the good life NOW, 

why would they choose to live differently? Think about it. Why would people who dress 

in purple and fine linen, who feast sumptuously every day, even WANT to try to imagine 

a future where they would be in a place of torment, with all their “stuff” gone, and their 

only desire being to have a drop of water on their tongue? That’s not happening. 

 

And it’s clear that the rich man never chose to live differently when Lazarus was alive 

and lying outside the gate of his home, dying of hunger, with dogs licking his sores. The 

rich man (quite possibly) didn’t even really SEE Lazarus there – especially if he was used 

to ignoring all beggars anywhere. So how could the rich man see ANY way that Lazarus’ 

life could intersect with his own life? Didn’t they live in two vastly different worlds? One 

man’s world revolved around finding something to eat. The other man’s world revolved 

around his own wealth. I think the rich man simply failed to see any connection between 

himself and Lazarus because he wasn’t looking for one. 

 

According to the letter to Timothy, WHY we choose what we see matters. If our WHY 

for “why we do anything” is to go after God, then our eyes will be trained to: look to do 

good; to see who needs help; to be on the lookout for opportunities to be extravagantly 



generous. If the WHY of our life, our primary intent, is to go after God – then we will see 

the world around us differently from how other people see the world if their primary 

intent it is to go after money. And this difference in how we see things leads to a 

difference in what we do. In First John 3:17 NRSV it says: 

How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a 

brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 

If we go after God, God’s love should abide in us, right? If we go after God, we will see 

people in need. If we go after God, we will offer help – we will offer what we have, 

because that is who we are and what we do when God’s love abides in us. 

 

Autumn has just begun, and we are on the edge of the heating season. The price of gas 

has doubled since last year. And it can seem like the cost of groceries has also doubled. 

This will be a long, difficult Winter for many people. How will we go after God in these 

days? As people of God, how will we pursue a righteous life – a life of wonder, faith, 

love, steadiness, courtesy – and still see our brothers and sisters in need? How will we do 

good, help others, and be generous? And how will we invite others to join us in living a 

life that really is life?  

 

At our last Church Council meeting, Cheryl Rykken said she thought it was a good thing 

that we are re-focusing our attention on feeding people. If the Lutherans can feed people 

in our community one night a month, why can’t we? Why can’t we use a free meal before 

a Monday night worship service to reach out and welcome people? It demonstrates that 

we’re concerned about feeding both body and soul, doesn’t it? And when the United 

Women in Faith have their salad luncheon in October they will be providing fellowship 

and food, community building and care. And in November when we provide frozen 

turkeys, pies, and cranberry sauce to households before Thanksgiving – we help people to 

have actual food while also offering them information about the ecumenical worship 

service on Thanksgiving Eve at Trinity, as well as the worship and study opportunities 

here each week. In January we will collect cans of soup for the Community Cupboard 

because we know most households in New London aren’t pulling down top tier NFL 

paychecks. That’s also why we bring in shelf-stable food throughout the year to help 

stock the food pantry. 

 

Trust me when I say that I realize the food wagon is a fundraising vehicle for the church, 

but we do offer reasonably priced food in settings where higher prices could be charged. 

We also offer the witness that people of faith are there at those events. That we have 

chosen to share food with others in places where some people might not expect to see us. 

So where else, or in what other ways, can we share food, feed people, and splash God’s 

love around as we go after God? What do you see? Who do you see in need? How can we 

do some good? How can we help? How can we lean into being as extravagantly generous 

as God has been extravagantly generous to us? What do we see that we can do to have 

life that really is life?   Amen. 


